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POLYCHROMATIC ENCODING SYSTEM, 
METHOD AND DEVICE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 127658,727, filedon Feb. 16, 2010, 
which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
11/205,986, filed on Aug. 17, 2005, and entitled “Polychro 
matic encoding system, method and device.” which is now 
U.S. Pat. No. 7,710,598. U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
11/205,986 claims priority of U.S. Provisional Patent Appli 
cation No. 60/603,964, filed on Aug. 23, 2004, entitled “Inte 
grated Gaming Technology System, Method and Device.” All 
of the above are hereby incorporated by reference in their 
entirety for all purposes. 
A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con 

tains material which is Subject to copyright protection. The 
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc 
tion by anyone of the patent documents or patent disclosure, 
as it appears in the patent trademark office patent file or 
records, but otherwise reserves all rights whatsoever. 
The inventor wishes to thank vegetarians and vegans 

worldwide for not eating the corpses of dead animals. The 
inventor further wishes to thank vegans worldwide for not 
wearing the body parts of dead animals and for not consuming 
the secretions of live animals. Each individual who has 
enough strength and courage to commit to living according to 
humane values moves our entire culture forward by so choos 
1ng. 

Additionally, the inventor wishes to thank abolitionists 
worldwide for pursuing the legal abolition of institutionalized 
animal torture, mutilation, rape, enslavement, and slaughter 
in all forms, including, but not limited to, the following indus 
tries: meat/beef steak/hamburger/veal; pork/ham/bacon; 
leather/hide? skin; furt coat; cow milk/cow cheese/butter/ 
dairy; egg; feather/down; torture/vivisection; breeding; and 
the violence-as-entertainment industries, such as rodeos and 
animal circuses. No person of conscience can rest until all 
these and other such inhumane products and practices have 
been legally abolished nor tolerate anything less than realiza 
tion of a cruelty-free economy through, interalia, Veganism at 
the personal level and abolitionism at the political level. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to automatic identification, automatic 

data capture, and data storage technology, specifically, optical 
encoding. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Monochromatic barcodes and '2D' barcodes or portable 

data files, such as the Symbol PDF417 code, are known. But 
these symbologies uniformly suffer from extremely small 
information capacity per unit of area, i.e., information den 
S1ty. 

Multicolor barcode solutions have been proposed in rec 
ognition of the potential for exponentially higher information 
density than the monochromatic approach allows. See, e.g., 
Saito, U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0066786 and related 
applications (hereinafter, collectively called “Saito'); Harri 
son, U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0209604 (hereinafter, 
“Harrison II'); see, also, Harrison, U.S. Patent Publication 
2003/0193842 (using light phenomena to indicate time) 
(hereinafter, “Harrison I). 
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2 
However, with the exceptions of Harrison I and II, these 

proposed polychromatic Solutions are not ideal in that they 
suffer from: 

low tolerance for Suboptimal conditions (e.g., imperfect 
lighting at the time of decoding, imperfect printing) 

lack of a comprehensive symbology for polychromatism 
failure to recognize or overcome the inherent limitations of 

additive coding 
rigidity: non-customizability of symbolic relationships 
information density and usability levels that are not com 

pelling enough to create new markets or to ward off 
encroachment from competing Solutions that offer other 
advantages, e.g., RFID 

inability to tailor barcode appearance to fashion and brand 
ing needs 

lack of high-level integration: failure to move beyond iso 
lated building-blocks to fully deployable solutions 

inability to provide password protection for information in 
barcodes 

Harrison I and II, meanwhile, fail to disclose a compound 
matrix structure, a command sequence reference mechanism, 
and numerous other novel features of the present invention. 
What is needed, therefore, is a barcode orportable data file 

solution that (i) offers information density levels that are 
many times greater than those available under the most effec 
tive related art; (ii) is effective in diverse optical and commer 
cial settings; (iii) is infinitely customizable; and (iv) other 
wise overcomes many of the limiting factors that plague 
related art Solutions. 

It is an object of the present invention, therefore, to provide 
a fully integrated, polychromatic optical encoding solution 
which simultaneously achieves both unprecedented informa 
tion density and a high degree of usability so that the system 
can be deployed under a wide variety of conditions. 
The following definitions from Webopedia.com may be 

useful: 
"Pantone Matching System (PMS): A popular color match 

ing system used by the printing industry to print spot 
colors. Most applications that Support color printing 
allow you to specify colors by indicating the Pantone 
name or number. This assures that you get the right color 
when the file is printed, even though the color may not 
look right when displayed on your monitor. PMS works 
well for spot colors but not for process colors, which are 
generally specified using the CMYK color model.” 

“color matching: The process of assuring that a color on 
one medium remains the same when converted to 
another medium. This is extremely difficult because dif 
ferent media use different color models. Color monitors, 
for example, use the RGB model, whereas process print 
ing uses the CMYK model. As color desktop publishing 
matures, color matching is gaining more and more atten 
tion. The most recent Windows and Macintosh operating 
systems include a color management system (CMS) to 
assist in color matching.” 

'spot color: Refers to a method of specifying and printing 
colors in which each color is printed with its own ink. In 
contrast, process color printing uses four inks (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, and black) to produce all other colors. 
Spot color printing is effective when the printed matter 
contains only one to three different colors, but it 
becomes prohibitively expensive for more colors. Most 
desktop publishing and graphics applications allow you 
to specify spot colors for text and other elements. There 
are a number of color specification systems for specify 
ing spot colors, but Pantone is the most widely used.” 
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“process colors: Refers to the CMYK color model used in 
offset printing.” 

“CMYK: Short for Cyan-Magenta-Yellow-Black . . . . 
CMYK is a color model in which all colors are described 
as a mixture of these four process colors. CMYK is the 
standard color model used in offset printing for full 
color documents. Because such printing uses inks of 
these four basic colors, it is often called four-color print 
ing. In contrast, display devices generally use a different 
color model called RGB, which stands for Red-Green 
Blue. One of the most difficult aspects of desktop pub 
lishing in color is color matching properly converting 
the RGB colors into CMYK colors so that what gets 
printed looks the same as what appears on the monitor.” 

Numerous distinct technologies from distinct industries 
are also relevant to the present disclosure, including: color 
matching systems. Such as those used to Scan housepaint 
samples of an unknown color so as to produce a matching 
batch of paint; data processing equipment, including comput 
ers, and all related hardware and software. Such as monitors, 
printers, Scanners, spectrophotometers, database manage 
ment software, and Web server and browser software; oper 
ating systems (the present invention is OS-agnostic) and pro 
gramming, markup, Scripting, and database query languages: 
color analysis and management hardware and Software; auto 
matic data capture hardware and Software, particularly opti 
cal; and remaining relevant technologies. All documents 
which, as of the time of this writing, may be found through 
www.google.com, www.wikipedia.org, or www.yahoo.com 
are hereby incorporated by reference into the present disclo 
sure in their entirety for the purpose of informing the reader 
about these and all other relevant technologies. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The first of two alternative embodiments provides an ultra 
high-density (UHD) barcode, symbology, method, device 
and system, thereby providing maximum information den 
sity—and in Some cases, infinitely high density—but enjoy 
ing less tolerance for imperfection than the second alternative 
embodiment. The second alternative embodiment provides a 
very-high-density (VHD) barcode, symbology, method, 
device and system, thereby providing exponentially higher 
information density than related art barcode technology while 
also enjoying greater printability and tolerance for imperfec 
tion in real world environments than the UHD embodiment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1A is a flowchart depicting the basic process whereby 
a UHD barcode according to the present invention is created, 
deployed, and used. 

FIG. 1B is a chart depicting a matrix of color-to-identifier 
relationships according to the present invention. 

FIG. 1C is a chart depicting a matrix of identifier-to-ante 
cedent relationships according to the present invention. 

FIG. 1D depicts a brief intended document to be encoded 
and decoded to demonstrate the present invention. 

FIG. 1E depicts relationships between example anteced 
ents and corresponding identifiers and colors per the relation 
ships depicted in FIGS. 1B and 1C according to the present 
invention. 

FIG.1F depicts a polychromatic barcode according to the 
present invention. 
FIG.1G depicts a scanner scanning a barcode according to 

the present invention. 
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FIG. 1H depicts a continuum of color values, including a 

standard or ideal parameter value and a measured parameter 
value. 

FIG. 1 (I) depicts the continuum of color values after it has 
been calibrated so as to compensate for the discrepancy 
between the standard value and the Scanned value according 
to the present invention. 

FIG. 1J depicts the values of a scanned color being com 
pared against the values of two standard colors according to 
the present invention. 

FIG. 1 K depicts a relationship between an extracted color, 
i.e., a standard color which has been found to be the standard 
color closest in value to a scanned color, and the correspond 
ing identifier and antecedent associated with the extracted 
color per the relationships depicted in FIGS. 1B and 1C 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 1L depicts a barcode and the relationships between 
identifiers and antecedents represented in the barcode accord 
ing to the present invention. 

FIG. 2A depicts six example pairs of color blots according 
to the present invention. 

FIG. 2B is a chart depicting a matrix of relationships 
between thirty-six unique alphanumeric characters and 
thirty-six unique pairs of color blots according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 3A depicts an alternative calibration symbol accord 
ing to the present invention. 

FIG. 3B depicts a barcode according to the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 3C depicts a barcode, including human-readable 
alphanumeric characters visually superimposed upon corre 
sponding color blot pairs according to the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart depicting a more complex embodi 
ment of the process whereby a UHD barcode is created and 
used according to the present invention. 

FIG. 5A is a chart depicting criteria according to which an 
evaluation of the appropriateness of a UHD or VHD barcode 
as compared to a conventional barcode may be conducted 
according to the present invention. 

FIGS. 5B through 5F are charts depicting additional matri 
ces of relationships between identifiers and text according to 
the present invention. 

FIG. 6 depicts a longer intended document for use in illus 
trating referential, subtractive, and substitutive functions of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 7A depicts the relationships between a portion of the 
intended document in FIG. 6 with identifiers corresponding to 
the words of this portion, including the barcode segment 
resulting from encoding this portion through the referential 
function according to the present invention. 

FIG. 7B is a chart depicting an additional matrix of rela 
tionships between identifiers and colors according to the 
present invention. 
FIG.7C depicts the barcode depicted in FIG. 7A in which 

are noted the colors of color blots as determined by the rel 
evant matrices according to the present invention. 

FIG. 7D is a chart depicting a subject-specific vocabulary 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 8 depicts the portion of the intended document 
depicted in FIG. 7A and relationships between included dia 
graphs and corresponding identifiers according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 9A depicts the portion of the intended document 
depicted in FIG. 7A along with numbering to be used in the 
editing, i.e., Subtractive, Substitutive, and insertive, functions 
of the present invention. 
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FIG. 9B depicts a series of commands and data to be 
encoded so as to execute a modification of the portion of the 
intended document depicted in FIG. 9A through subtraction 
and Substitution according to the present invention. 
FIG.9C depicts a barcode representing the series of com 

mands and data depicted in FIG.9B according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 9D is a flowchart depicting a process whereby the 
code in FIG.9C is scanned, decoded and modified according 
to the present invention. 

FIG. 9E depicts an extracted document resulting from 
modification of the portion of the intended document 
depicted in FIG. 9A according to the series of commands 
depicted in FIG.9B and represented in the barcode depicted 
in FIG.9C according to the present invention. 

FIG. 10 depicts a series of commands whereby an alterna 
tive Vocabulary is specified according to the present invention 
So as to enable the self-defining function of the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 11 depicts a series of commands whereby a variable is 
defined by a reference to a target reference document accord 
ing to the present invention so as to enable the referential 
function of the present invention. 

FIG. 12 depicts the primary relationships between a series 
of databases according to the present invention, including 
those which enable the password-protection function of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 13 depicts general system components of the present 
invention, including components of an apparatus used by a 
company. 

FIG. 14 depicts an excerpt from a Web submission form 
whereby a user Submits information for storage in a database 
according to the present invention, in particular a database 
comprising records of chromotifs. 

FIG. 15A is a chart showing a matrix of relationships 
between alphabetical characters and unique color blot triplets 
in the VHD embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 15B is a chart showing a matrix of relationships 
between the same unique color blot triplets depicted in FIG. 
15A and a different set of characters, namely, the characters 
assigned to these color blot triplets when they are immedi 
ately preceded by a “shift' triplet according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 15C depicts a barcode in which a shift triplet is used 
So as to enable extraction according to the shifted character 
set rather than the default character set according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 15D is a chart describing and comparing features of 
VHD options for use in deciding which embodiment is appro 
priate for a given barcode application according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram depicting an exemplary 
information flow of the UHD embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG.17 is a flowchart summarizing the present invention at 
a high level, the steps and parts of which are illustrated in 
other figures. 

FIG. 18 is a flowchart depicting the process of acquiring 
and processing references and acquired content so as to yield 
a final extracted document according to the present invention. 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
FIG. 19 is an example vocabulary document to be uploaded 

to an Internet-accessible server for purposes of properly 
decoding barcodes that reference it according to the present 
invention. 

FIGS. 20A and 20B depict the symbolic relationship tiers 
of the present invention and the prior art, respectively. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
WITH REFERENCE TO THE DRAWINGS 

1.1 Introduction 

The present invention provides a barcode system, method 
and device that achieves Superior information density and 
usability through a number of innovations, including: 

code self-definition, through which mechanism each indi 
vidual code may be processed according to instructions 
uniquely created for and embedded in that code 

code self-calibration, enabling tolerances that are high 
enough to permit effective deployment of a polychro 
matic code under and for a wide variety of conditions 
and purposes 

target document reference, including full Internet integra 
tion, achieving virtually unlimited information density 

compound matrix structure, whereby infinite custom 
Vocabularies and color schemes can be easily created, 
stored, retrieved and modified so as to maximize infor 
mation density and usability 

Subtractive, Substitutive, and insertive processing of exter 
nal references, allowing greater latitude in the use of 
external references 

full polychromatism, enabling a high number of discrete 
primary-tier symbolic relationships 

aesthetic flexibility sufficient to allow symbols to match 
almost any color context 

a full-service Web-based company system, through which 
any Internet user can create an account and create, 
securely store, and access vocabularies, chromotifs, tar 
get reference documents, and related tools 

“shift' character expansion of character sets 
alternate blot-to-identifier ratios 
numerous other Supporting innovations 

1.2 Definitions 

Definitions for terms used in the present disclosure 
include: 
“UHD signifies “ultra-high-density, which term is used 

to describe an embodiment of the present invention in 
which full polychromatism is used. 

“VHD signifies “very-high-density,” which term is used 
to describe an embodiment of the present invention in 
which limited polychromatism (approximately three to 
six highly distinguishable colors) is used. 

“Chromotif signifies a matrix of relationships between 
colors and identifiers that has been tailored to a particu 
lar color environment. Notwithstanding the chromotif 
function, however, calibration symbols and the com 
mand sequences specifying any alternate chromotif or 
vocabulary should be encoded according to the default 
color-to-identifier and Vocabulary matrices so that a 
starting point for self-definition exists. 

"Antecedent' signifies a discrete bundle of content (e.g., a 
single ASCII character, a multi-character text string, a 
word, a phrase, or a command) ultimately represented 
by a data blot or data blot pair or triplet; this represen 
tation can be director through an intermediate value, i.e., 
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through an identifier. The latter (intermediary) route is 
inherent in the compound matrix structure of the UHD 
embodiment, while the former (direct) route is primarily 
used in the VHD embodiment. 

“Color standard” signifies a set of color parameter values 
which, taken as a whole, uniquely define a color in the 
abstract; for instance, the color “powder blue', accord 
ing to the present disclosure, has a red value of “0”, a 
green value of “51, and a blue value of “153”. Color 
standards are compared against actual measured values 
of scanned colors so as to determine which color is most 
likely the one intended to be conveyed. 

“Limited vs. “Full embodiment. The limited UHD 
embodiment does not rely upon target reference docu 
ments, while the full UHD embodiment does. The lim 
ited VHD embodiment does not rely upon a shift func 
tion, while the full VHD embodiment does. 

“Unique identifier,” or simply “identifier, signifies an 
alphanumeric character string, such as “ID 172. that is 
used as an intermediate value according to the com 
pound matrix structure of the present invention so as to 
facilitate establishment and manipulation of relation 
ships between colors and antecedents. 

“Vocabulary' signifies a matrix of relationships between 
identifiers, on the one hand, and antecedents on the 
other. While it is possible for an antecedent to be repre 
sented by more than one identifier (not recommended), 
each identifier represents only one antecedent so that 
there is no ambiguity in what an identifier symbolizes. A 
useful exception to this one-to-one rule may beachieved 
through the described “shift' function. 

"Color blot” signifies an area of color appearing in a bar 
code symbol according to the present invention; a color 
blot can either be a "datablot' or a “calibration blot', the 
former being an indicator ultimately related to an ante 
cedent and the latter serving as a means for comparing 
colors as they empirically appear in a particular mani 
festation, e.g., printed instance, of a barcode image 
against ideal color standards but having no symbolic 
value. 

"Command” and “Command Sequence': a command is an 
antecedent that does not represent content of the 
intended document but rather indicates an action to be 
performed in acquiring or processing Such content. A 
command sequence comprises both instructions that 
indicate steps to be performed and identity information 
that identifies the subject matter to be processed, loca 
tion of information to be acquired, etc. Command 
sequences are ideally performed automatically through 
appropriate Scripting and programming, but these 
instructions may be carried out by humans. 

“External value” signifies content that does not explicitly 
and literally appear in a vocabulary as an antecedent, 
meaning that a source of information outside the symbol 
itself must be used to ascertain the full meaning of the 
symbol. There are two type of external values: “local.” 
meaning content obtained by a query command 
sequence represented in the barcode and to be supplied 
by the recipient's system, and "nonlocal.” meaning con 
tent obtained by requesting a document at a URL speci 
fied in the barcode. 

“Intended document signifies the document that the 
encoding party, i.e., the 'sender wants the decoding 
party to receive by way of a barcode. 

“Extracted document signifies the document actually 
received by the decoding party, i.e., the “recipient.” 
through the decoding of a barcode. The final extracted 
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8 
document should match the intended document unless 
there has been an error in encoding or decoding. 

“Encodable document signifies the actual identifier 
sequence to be encoded into a barcode, including but not 
limited to identifiers corresponding to command ante 
cedents and content antecedents. 

“Infinitely-high-density' or “IHD” refers to a barcode 
according to the present invention that includes a com 
mand sequence referencing a target reference document 
such that there is no limit to the amount of information 
that can be conveyed through the barcode. 

“Symbol vs. “Image: for clarity, an attempt has been 
made in the present disclosure to use the term "symbol 
to refer to a barcode when the barcode is being discussed 
primarily for its meaning, i.e., the content it represents, 
and to use the term “image' to refer to a barcode when 
the barcode is being discussed primarily for its physical 
and optical properties. Nonetheless, these discussions 
necessarily overlap. 

“Prior' and “Preceding: for the purposes of the present 
disclosure, it is assumed that, where relevant, a barcode 
according to the present invention represents informa 
tion horizontally in a left-to-right fashion, with left being 
first and right being lastina sequence. Separate barcodes 
may also be stacked vertically so that, after one code has 
been scanned, the next one down can be scanned to 
Supplement information conveyed through the first, 
much as text is presented on a page in English, i.e., 
first-horizontal-then-vertical motion. 

"Chromocodesignifies a barcode according to the present 
invention. 

“Barcode” as used herein encompasses “portable data file' 
and other terms for machine-readable optical symbols. 

2.1 Limited Ultra-High-Density (UHD) Embodiment 

FIG. 1A is a flowchart depicting the basic process whereby 
a limited UHD chromocode embodiment of the present 
invention is created, deployed, and used. First, a color-to 
unique-identifier matrix is created 101, such as the color-to 
identifier matrix 121 depicted in FIG. 1B. Next, an anteced 
ent-to-identifier matrix (a vocabulary) is created 102, such as 
the ASCII-only, monocharacter-only vocabulary 122 
depicted in FIG. 1C. The two depicted matrices are, as of the 
time of this writing, the default matrices for their respective 
purposes, i.e., in the absence of specification of (or, when 
processing a chromocode, prior to retrieval of) an alternate 
vocabulary or chromotif (per processes described below), the 
vocabulary 122 depicted in FIG. 1C is that which is used to 
decode UHD chromocodes. Thus, in the UHD embodiment, 
the default values specified in these matrices are always in 
effect whenever not preempted by selection of alternate 
Vocabularies, modification commands, etc., as described 
below. 

Next, an intended document is created 103, such as the 
brief intended document 123 depicted in FIG. 1D. Next, the 
characters in the intended document are translated 104 into 
the unique identifiers that correspond to these characters in 
the vocabulary 122. Next, the identifiers are translated 105 
into the colors that correspond to these identifiers in the 
color-to-identifier matrix 121, thereby creating a sequence of 
colors that correspond to the characters in the intended docu 
ment. FIG. 1E depicts the two-step translation of selected 
antecedents in the brief intended document 123 into corre 
sponding identifiers and identifiers into colors according to 
the present invention per the relationships depicted in FIGS. 
1B and 1C. 
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Next, an image is created 106 of a chromocode embodying 
a sequence of data blots, wherein the sequence of data blots 
matches the color sequence which has been determined by the 
above two-step translation of antecedents to identifiers to 
colors; such a chromocode 150 is depicted in FIG. 1F. This 
image 150 also includes calibration blots prior to or following 
the data blots. The chromocode image 150 is then applied 
107, by printing or other means, to a surface. Such as a box or 
label like the product package 180 depicted in FIG. 1G. 
When the chromocode is to be decoded, the recipient scans 

the image 150 with a scanner 181 in communication with data 
processing Software suitable for analyzing and detecting dif 
ferences in color. Each of the measured color parameter val 
ues of each scanned calibration blot fall along a continuum 
185 of potential values for each color parameter such as the 
continuum depicted in FIG. 1H. The actual measured value 
187 for each parameter of each calibration blot is compared 
109 against the ideal value 186 for the color standard that is 
Supposed to be manifested in the given calibration blot, 
thereby producing a measure of deviation from the ideal for 
this parameter. Thereafter, when datablots are processed so as 
to decode the chromocode, all scanned values, wherever they 
fall along the continuum, are shifted in accordance with mea 
sured deviation as depicted in FIG. 1 (I), thereby achieving 
calibration 109. 
The post-calibration values of each scanned data blot are 

compared 110 against the corresponding values of color stan 
dards so as to determine which color is Supposed to be mani 
fested in each data blot. An example of a comparison between 
the parameter values of a particular scanned color blot and the 
values of two potentially matching color standards is depicted 
in FIG. 1.J. In the depicted example, the combined absolute 
values of the margin of deviation of the scanned color from 
the parameters (in the depicted case, RGB) of the color stan 
dard for “powder blue” is significantly lower than the com 
bined absolute values of such margin of deviation from the 
color standard for “royal blue.” Thus, the extracted color for 
the given color blot is interpreted to be powder blue, which 
corresponds to unique identifier “ID 66', which in turn cor 
responds to the capital letter “M” as depicted in FIG. 1K, in 
accordance with the matrices depicted in FIGS. 1B and 1C. 
When an extracted color has been determined for each data 

blot, extracted colors are translated into corresponding iden 
tifiers 111, and the resulting identifiers are translated into 
corresponding antecedents 112, which are individual ASCII 
characters in the default vocabulary 122. FIG.1L depicts the 
final result of this two-step translation: a replication 190 of the 
intended document 123. This extracted document 190 is then 
output for viewing, manipulation, or other use by the recipi 
ent. 

3.1 Limited Very-High-Density (VHD) Embodiment 

FIG. 2A depicts six example pairs 201-206 of color blots 
for use in a limited VHD embodiment of the present inven 
tion. Under this embodiment, each of the twenty-six charac 
ters of the English alphabet and each of the ten Arabic numer 
als is assigned to a unique pairing of colors, the colors of 
which are drawn from a pool of six highly distinguishable 
colors, such as white, yellow, blue, red, green, and black 
(treating white and black as “colors'; see, Harrison I for more 
discussion of light phenomena perceived as colors by 
humans). Exactly thirty-six Such pairings are possible, which 
allows for an exact match between the number of possible 
pairings and the number of alphanumeric characters to be 
assigned. A complete default matrix 211 of relationships 
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10 
between alphanumeric characters and color pairings accord 
ing to the present invention appears in FIG. 2B. 
The highly distinguishable nature and limited number of 

the colors used in these pairings makes the VHD embodiment 
more tolerant of deviation from color standards than the UHD 
embodiment. This enhancement is accompanied by a sacri 
fice of information density. The basic alphanumeric-only set 
of characters in this code is well-suited for automatic ID 
applications. 
FIG.3A depicts an alternate calibration symbol 301 for use 

in the limited VHD embodiment. While the calibration pro 
cess is similar to that described above, this calibration symbol 
may alternately be used, providing four calibration blots in a 
space that is Smaller than the space required for four data 
blots. FIG. 3B depicts a chromocode 311 according to the 
VHD embodiment symbolizing the word “EPOET. 

FIG. 3C depicts a chromocode according to the VHD 
embodiment of the present invention and including human 
readable alphanumeric characters 331-335 superimposed 
upon one of the two color blots in the color blot pairs repre 
senting these characters. It is recommended that the color of 
the alphanumeric character be of a color that contrasts highly 
with the color of the color blot against which it is set; com 
pare, Harrison II. 

4.1 Full UHD Embodiment Overview 

In the limited UHD embodiment, individual characters of 
the intended document are represented by individual data 
blots in the resulting chromocode such that one blot repre 
sents “M”, another blot represents “y”, and so on. Greater 
information density can beachieved, however, if entire words 
or groups of characters are represented by a single blot Such 
that one blot represents “Myths, another blot represents 
"Magicry', and so on. 

In order for a given blot to represent an entire word or 
character string, the identifier represented by the given blot 
must be assigned to the word or character string to be repre 
sented. Such an assignment requires definition and specifica 
tion of additional vocabulary or modification of the default 
Vocabulary. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart depicting the full functionality of the 
UHD embodiment, through which values may be modified 
and Supplemented and numerous other disclosed techniques 
used to increase information density and usability. Steps may 
be implemented by human, computer, or both as desired. 

First, an intended document is created 401 and evaluated 
402. This evaluation is made through consideration of the 
content of the intended document, the length thereof, and the 
application/objective for or context within which the result 
ing chromocode will be used. The criteria for this evaluation 
include those criterialisted in FIG.5A, which presents a chart 
detailing the relative merits of a UHD or VHD chromocode as 
compared to a conventional barcode under the specified cri 
teria. For instance, if the context for the resulting barcode 
calls for a chromotif-capable barcode, a UHD chromocode 
will likely be preferable. 

If a high-density barcode is unnecessary, a conventional 
monochromatic barcode may be used 404. Otherwise, a poly 
chromatic barcode should be used 405. In the latter case, an 
additional evaluation must be made to determine whether 
UHD or VHD is preferable 406. In this evaluation, the ben 
efits of greater density are weighed against the benefits of 
higher tolerance for deviation from color standards 406. If 
tolerance is preferred 407, a VHD code should be used 408. 
Otherwise, a UHD code should be used 409. 
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If UHD is preferred 409, the quantity of information in the 
intended document is further evaluated 410 to determine 
whether a referential code is appropriate. If not 411, a strictly 
additive approach is taken 412. If so, an approach is taken that 
allows for referential, subtractive, substitutive, and insertive 
encoding and decoding 413. 

Under the latter method path, local and nonlocal external 
values may be incorporated into the extracted document. If 
local values are to be incorporated into the extracted docu 
ment 414, command sequences specifying the values to be 
obtained from the recipient are generated 415 for inclusion in 
the encodable document; such a sequence may be in the form 
of a database query. If nonlocal external values are to be 
incorporated into the extracted document 416, a target refer 
ence document is uploaded 417 to an Internet-accessible 
server, and a command sequence specifying the URL of this 
document is generated 418 for inclusion in the encodable 
document. An example excerpt from a Vocabulary comprising 
sample assignments of identifiers to commands for use in a 
referential UHD code appears in FIG. 5E. An example 
excerpt from a Vocabulary comprising commands for use in 
modifying external values after acquisition appears in FIG. 
SF. 

Note that target reference documents should be simple text 
(..txt) files consisting solely of content which the user wishes 
to reference. By contrast, references that require structure, 
e.g., chromotifs and Vocabularies, should be marked-up 
through use of markup tags (for instance, conforming to XML 
conventions, if desired). An example of Such tagging appears 
in FIG. 19, which is included as a suggestion, but, as will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art, alternate tag names and 
markup structures may be used. For automated processing, 
the decoding party's system should contain Software Suitable 
for parsing the tagged documents so as to import the appro 
priate Vocabulary and chromotif relationships into memory 
for use in properly decoding a chromocode by reference to the 
vocabulary or chromotifso defined. 

If any external values are to be modified 419 after acquisi 
tion per the processing discussion below, command 
sequences specifying operations to be performed on these 
external values are generated 420 for inclusion in the encod 
able document. 

After performance of these steps, the referential, subtrac 
tive and substitutive path rejoins the additive path. Content 
not to be acquired by external reference is then analyzed to 
identify the most common terms 421 and most common letter 
combinations 422 therein. A base vocabulary is selected 423 
that will provide the greatest information density in light of 
the results of the analysis of this internal data; if a nonstandard 
Vocabulary is to be gathered from an external source, com 
mand sequences specifying the URL of this vocabulary are 
generated 424 (referential code only) for inclusion in the 
encodable document. An example excerpt of a Vocabulary 
comprising the most common words in English appears in 
FIG. 5B. An example excerpt from a vocabulary comprising 
the most common diagraphs in English appears in FIG.5C. A 
example excerpt from a vocabulary comprising the most 
common terms used in HTML documents appears in FIG. 
5D. Multiple vocabularies may be used in conjunction with 
each other so long as identifier assignments do not conflict. 
Any modifications to the default or, if used, selected 

vocabulary are achieved through the use of vocabulary modi 
fication command sequences 425; a Vocabulary modification 
sequence uses a “ReplaceID' nest, within which is specified 
a particular identifier, and a “WithNewData' nest, within 
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which is provided a new antecedent to be represented by the 
given identifier in lieu of the antecedent that would otherwise 
be represented thereby. 

After these steps, the final sequence of identifiers to be 
included in the encodable document has been determined, 
and the remaining steps pertain to appearance of the chromo 
code. The contextual setting in which the code will be used is 
evaluated 426, taking into consideration Such matters as the 
colors of the packaging to which the chromocode is to be 
applied. If the use of a chromotif is desirable 427, the appro 
priate chromotif is selected and specified and any modifica 
tions thereto made through command sequences 428; if nec 
essary, the chromotif may be uploaded and referenced by 
URL. 

Finally, the encodable document is reduced to an image 
comprising data blots colored according to the default color 
to-indentifier set or selected chromotif, if any. Calibration 
blots are also included in the image 429. The resulting final 
chromocode image may then be applied to a surface. 
The process depicted in FIG. 4 can be more fully under 

stood through the following examples illustrating the refer 
ential, self-defining, Subtractive, Substitutive, and other func 
tions. 

FIG. 6 depicts an example intended document 600, includ 
ing the first five words 601-605 of the document 600. These 
words could be represented character-by-character using the 
limited UHD embodiment. However, under the full UHD 
embodiment, a special Vocabulary tailored to the Subject mat 
ter of the intended document is specified, such as the Subject 
matter-specific vocabulary in FIG. 7D, so that individual 
color blots serve to represententire words. Specification of an 
alternate or Supplementary Vocabulary can be achieved 
through a command sequence Such as that depicted in FIG. 
10, which depicts a series of commands whereby the URL of 
an alternative vocabulary is specified according to the present 
invention so as to achieve self-definition. 
To elaborate, such a command sequence itself, as depicted 

in FIG. 10, proceeds as follows: a “Vocabulary URL com 
mand nest encompasses a URL that is the URL of the desired 
vocabulary document (“http://www.epoet.com/voc' in the 
example). FIG. 19 depicts an example of a document with 
markup at such a URL, which document can be retrieved and 
parsed to extract the vocabulary in FIG. 7D. 

FIG. 7A presents an example of the use of multicharacter 
antecedents. Depicted are relationships between the first 
words 601-605 of the intended document 600 and unique 
identifiers that correspond to these words and the spaces 
between, which identifiers together form the relevant 
sequence segment of the encodable document; a correspond 
ing sequence of color blots appears in a resulting symbol 701. 
Specifically: the first word, “The”, corresponds to unique 
identifier “ID 200”, as specified in the sample “most common 
words' vocabulary depicted in FIG. 5B. The blank space 
character corresponds to unique identifier “ID 94' as per the 
default vocabulary depicted in FIG. 1C. The second word, 
“Lord', corresponds to unique identifier “ID 811 as speci 
fied in the subject-tailored vocabulary depicted in FIG. 7D, 
and so on. Each unique identifier is in turn represented by a 
data blot in the resulting chromocode 701. 

Each data blot is of the color that has been assigned to the 
unique identifier that the data blot represents through a chro 
motif such as that depicted in FIG. 7B. Given such color-to 
identifier assignments, the colors of the resulting chromocode 
701 in the present example appear as labeled in FIG.7C. 

FIG. 8 depicts the same five words with notation of dia 
graphs and corresponding identifiers through which the two 
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letters of these diagraphs can be represented by a single data 
blot by reference to a vocabulary such as that depicted in FIG. 
SC. 

In allowing modifiable multicharacter antecedents, the 
unique identifier essentially serves as a fulcrum in the dis 
closed compound matrix structure, thereby further leveraging 
the encoding power of the present invention so as to yield 
even greater information density. 

4.2 External Value Acquisition through Nonlocal 
Referencing and Local Querying: Infinitely High 

Density 

Whenever antecedents correspond to blots, an additive 
approach is being used: the more antecedents there are to be 
encoded, the more blots are needed. While the limited UHD 
embodiment is extremely powerful relative to the related art, 
information density even under the limited UHD embodi 
ment can only be increased by increasing the amount of 
information assigned to each unique identifier, i.e., by devel 
oping ever more specific Vocabularies and lengthieranteced 
entS. 

However, the inherent limitation of additive encoding a 
limitation that appears to plague all the related art, both 
monochromatic and polychromatic, to Some degree—is 
almost entirely bypassed through an external reference func 
tion of the present invention. This referential function may be 
understood in abstract terms through review of FIG. 20A, 
which displays the novel four-tier information relationship 
structure of the present invention. This structure may be com 
pared to the prior art, which is depicted in FIG.20B. 

In practical terms, the referential function works as fol 
lows: when an external reference is used instead of additive 
representation of the content of an intended document, a 
target reference document is specified through a command 
sequence of antecedents such as that depicted in FIG. 11. In 
decoding, the target reference document is requested, typi 
cally by HTTP request, by the recipient and replicated as a 
defined variable, which variable is in turn processed so as to 
be treated as though it appeared in the chromocode as simple 
additive matter. FIG. 11 depicts a series of commands 
whereby a variable is defined by reference to a target refer 
ence document according to the present invention. 

To elaborate, the command sequence itself, as depicted in 
FIG. 11, proceeds as follows: a “Formula” command nest 
encompasses antecedents presented in a sequence that con 
forms to a predetermined, expected syntax: (i) an identified 
variable, (ii) an “equals sign, and (iii) a URL that is the URL 
of the desired target reference document ("http://www.epo 
et.com/psalm” in the example). As with the remaining 
examples, this command sequence and the elements thereof 
should only serve to illustrate a type of instruction that can be 
performed through the present invention, not to limit the 
invention to a particular form of instruction. 
As shown in the flowchart in FIG. 9D, with reference to 

FIG. 18, when a chromocode is decoded by a recipient, the 
target reference document is retrieved by requesting the file at 
the URL specified in the command sequence. The processed 
results are then included in the extracted document as though 
this externally-derived content were additively represented in 
the chromocode in the location where the relevant variable 
appears relative to other additive information. 
The end result is a UHD-IHD code. 

4.3 Subtractive, Substitutive and Insertive Processing 

While the information density of the UHD-IHD code is 
unrivaled, the usability of the external reference feature is still 
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14 
constrained by the necessity of creating, uploading, hosting 
on an Internet-accessible server, and modifying as necessary 
the target reference document. However, at least one of these 
constraints, that of modifying the target reference document, 
is overcome by three external value modification functions of 
the present invention: Subtraction/deletion, Substitution, and 
insertion. 

For instance, a sender may wish to use an external refer 
ence in order to enjoy maximum information density yet may 
also desire that the reference-derived content appearing in the 
final extracted document partly differ from the content of the 
target reference document itself. In Such a case, a user can use 
the external value modification functions to modify content 
derived from the target reference document without modify 
ing the target reference document itself. 

FIG. 9A depicts text that has been retrieved from a target 
reference document, i.e., text that is an external value and has 
been replicated as the content of a defined variable. If the 
encoding party wishes for the extracted document to replace 
the fourth word 901 (“my”) of this variable with another word 
("our”), a command sequence Such as that depicted in FIG. 
9B is used. Specifically, the content of the variable is treated 
as text and the thirteenth through fourteenth characters of this 
variable are replaced with the characters “o”, “u', and “r”. 
To elaborate, the command sequence itself, as depicted in 

FIG.9B, proceeds as follows: a “TreatVariableAsText” com 
mand introduces the sequence; this command is expected to 
be immediately followed by the identifier of the variable to be 
modified. The characters to be replaced are immediately 
thereafter described through: (i) a “ReplaceCharactersbegin” 
command nest, within which is specified a character number 
(“13 in the example) that indicates the ordinal number (i.e., 
13th), relative to the entire text string, of the first character to 
be replaced; and (ii) a “ReplaceCharactersend” command 
nest, within which is specified the ordinal number of the last 
character to be replaced (i.e., the 14th character, in the 
example). 

Immediately thereafter follows a “Substitute(Characters' 
command nest, within which are provided, in desired order, a 
sequence of antecedents (“o”, “u' and “r” in the example); 
when the content of the given variable is included in the final 
extracted document, these replacement characters are to 
appear in the same relative location where the deleted char 
acters would have appeared. 

Note that the example command sequence has been 
depicted in this way in order to demonstrate the present inven 
tion in a fashion that can be easily understood. Clearly, dif 
ferent and additional command names and techniques can be 
used as appropriate without exceeding the scope of the 
present disclosure. 

FIG. 9C depicts the sequence segment of a chromocode 
911 that symbolizes the identifiers depicted in FIG.9B such 
that, when the chromocode is decoded, the instructions indi 
cated in the command sequence represented thereby can be 
executed. Thus, the final extracted document appears in rel 
evant part as shown in FIG.9E, in which the fourth word 921 
(“our') differs from the fourth word (“my”) of the target 
reference document. 
The synergistic results of the referential, subtractive, and 

Substitutive functions when used in combination are dra 
matic: a 1000-page document—even one that is unique to the 
given chromocode—can be conveyed using a small number 
of color blots. 

Insertive processing (not graphically shown) is similar: the 
character in a text string after which matter is to be inserted is 
identified through an “InsertAfterCharacter command nest. 



US 8,670,168 B1 
15 

Thereafter, the matter to be inserted is specified through an 
immediately following “Insert command nest. 

To delete characters (not graphically shown) without sub 
stituting any new characters, simply follow the command 
sequence for replacing characters but include no information 
in the “Substitute(Characters' nest. 

4.4 Comprehensive Internet Integration 

Users can host vocabularies, target reference documents, 
chromotifs, and any other reference materials on their own 
websites if they wish. However, the present invention also 
gives rise to a commercial opportunity for a company to serve 
as a central location for all Such hosting purposes. 

FIG. 12 depicts the primary relationships between a series 
of relational databases which may be used by Sucha company. 
One useful feature is that of providing a password storage 
database related to other relevant databases so as to allow 
password-protection of target reference documents and other 
reference materials. In this way, a decoding party must first 
log-in to a password-protected site to gain access to a URL 
that is the URL of a reference. Thus, an authorized recipient 
can properly decode such a referential chromocode, but an 
unauthorized party is unable to retrieve the references that 
give meaning to the chromocode. 

Notably, although not graphically depicted, the company 
may also wish to charge users a fee to host documents or to 
access URLs for reference materials. 

FIG. 13 depicts the general system components of the 
present invention. Internet integration can be done through a 
company, the computers 1301 of which comprise the depicted 
hardware and software components. Alternately, or addition 
ally, an encoding user 1302 can host external references on its 
own computers or can take advantage of target reference 
documents 1303, chromotif specifications 1304, and vocabu 
laries 1305 hosted by others. A decoding user 1306 accesses 
the Internet for any nonlocal external values and Supplies 
local external values through its own data-processing equip 
ment. 

FIG. 14 depicts an excerpt from an example Web submis 
sion form whereby a user Submits information for storage in 
a database according to the present invention, such as a data 
base comprising records of chromotifs. 

5.1 Full VHD Embodiment 

In applications where the higher tolerances of a VHD 
embodiment are desirable but a larger character set than that 
of the limited embodiment is needed, the full VHD embodi 
ment may be used so that selection of the total number of 
colors to be used and the ratio of color blots per antecedent is 
possible. This selection is made with reference to the options 
and advantages depicted in FIG. 15D. 

FIG. 15A provides a matrix of relationships between 
alphabetical characters and unique color blot triplets. Only 
three different colors are used: black, white, and red. Distin 
guishing between these three colors is not difficult, even 
under adverse conditions. Meanwhile, the use of triplets 
enables each letter of the entire twenty-six-letter alphabet to 
be represented by a unique triplet. Exactly one unique triplet 
is left over to serve as a “shift' character. 
The shift character serves to expand the character set that 

can be represented by the same trichromatic color triplets. Its 
function is straightforward: when a non-shift-character triplet 
is not preceded by the shift-character triplet, the antecedent 
represented by the non-shift-character triplet is the default 
antecedent (depicted in FIG. 15A); when the non-shift-char 
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acter triplet is preceded by the shift-character triplet, the 
antecedent represented by the non-shift-character triplet is 
the shifted antecedent assigned to the non-shift-character 
triplet in the matrix depicted in FIG. 15B. 
An example of two different antecedents represented by 

the same triplet is depicted in FIG. 15C. The depicted chro 
mocode has three triplets comprising nine data blots in total. 
The first triplet represents the letter 'A'; the second triplet is 
the shift character; and the third triplet represents the numeral 
“1”, since this triplet, identical in appearance to the first 
triplet, is preceded by the shift character. 

FIG. 15D is a chart describing and comparing options 
under the VHD embodiment for use in deciding which selec 
tion is appropriate for a given application. An indication 
should be provided to the recipient which VHD selection has 
been used in encoding a particular chromocode. 

FIG. 16 depicts an example information flow when the 
UHD embodiment is used. The encoding party 1601 inputs 
the intended document into its data processing system 1602 
for analysis and encoding. Reference materials, such as 
Vocabularies, target reference documents, and chromotifs are 
uploaded to an Internet-accessible hosting service 1603, and 
a chromocode is printed on a Surface 1604. A decoding party 
1606 scans the chromocode using its data processing system 
1605 and requests references from the hosting service 1603, 
Supplying a password if necessary. The references are 
returned to the decoding party's data processing system 1605 
for use in processing scanned data and extracting an extracted 
document. 
FIG.17 is a flow chart providing an overview of the present 

invention. A decision is made whether to use a polychromatic 
code 1701. If use of a polychromatic code is chosen, a deci 
Sion is made whether to use UHD or VHD 1702. If UHD is 
chosen, a decision is made whether to use the full embodi 
ment or a limited embodiment 1703. If VHD is chosen, a 
decision is made whether to use the full embodiment or a 
limited embodiment 1704. Decisions are then implemented 
according to relevant figures and discussions thereof 1705 as 
disclosed herein. 

FIG. 18 is a flow chart depicting a process whereby a UHD 
chromocode is decoded to yield a final extracted document. 
First, all data blots are translated to identifiers 1801, resulting 
in an unprocessed extracted sequence. If an alternative chro 
motif or vocabulary is specified (which specification should 
be according to default rather than alternate matrices) all 
chromotifs and vocabularies are retrieved 1802 and 1803; 
thereafter, all remaining data blots are retranslated into iden 
tifiers in light of the alternative chromotif. Any individual 
modifications to the selected Vocabulary through command 
sequences are then performed 1804. All remaining extracted 
identifiers are then translated to antecedents according to final 
Vocabulary assignments 1806. Command sequences specify 
ing nonlocal external values are then executed to acquire all 
content to be acquired through nonlocal external reference 
1807. Command sequences specifying all local external val 
ues to be acquired are then executed 1808. All variables to 
represent externally acquired content are then defined 1809. 
If externally acquired content is to be edited, the variable to be 
edited is treated as a string of text 1810 and command 
sequences for Subtraction/deletion, insertion, and Substitu 
tion are executed 1811. All formulas that define certain vari 
ables in terms of other variables are then executed 1812. All 
processed referential content is then spliced together with 
additive content, with processed content appearing where the 
given variable antecedent representing this processed content 
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appears relative to additive content antecedents in the unproc 
essed extracted sequence, so as to produce a final extracted 
document 1813. 
It should be noted that, after a final extracted document has 
been produced, this extracted document can then be further 
manipulated as the recipient wishes. For instance, if a final 
extracted document is an HTML document, this document 
can then be viewed in a browser so that the document is 
presented according to the HTML formatting. Similarly, an 
extracted document that is an XML document can be parsed 
and then the data described therein imported into a database. 

6.1 Scope 

Although the description above contains many specifici 
ties, these should not be construed as limiting the scope of the 
invention but as merely providing illustrations of some of the 
presently preferred embodiments of this invention. Accord 
ingly, the scope of the invention should be determined by the 
appended claims and their legal equivalents, rather than by 
the examples given. For instance, as is plain to one skilled in 
the art, it will be understood that features of one embodiment 
may be combined with features of other embodiments while 
other features may be omitted or replaced as being nonessen 
tial to the practice of the invention, regardless of whether such 
combination, omission or modification has been explicitly 
described. 

It is expressly intended that users should Supply custom 
and additional Vocabularies, chromotifs, references, and 
related elaboration upon the present disclosure, and thus Such 
matter falls clearly within the purview hereof. Additionally, 
the disclosed optical encoding techniques are applicable at 
any surface area size, and the disclosed symbolic structure 
may be employed through symbols that are non-optical. Thus, 
miniaturization of the Surface area occupied by data blots or 
usage of the compound matrix and related Structures dis 
closed herein in a non-optical encoding system falls clearly 
within the purview hereof. 

Additionally, the techniques used herein can be used to 
create artworks of which the coloring, through custom chro 
motif, serves not only as art, but also as information-bearing 
matter. 

Licensing information may be obtained through http://ww 
w.inventerprise.com. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for communicating information, comprising: 
Scanning, by a first Scanner, a first symbol, wherein: 

the first symbol comprises first information and second 
information; 

the first information includes a location for third infor 
mation; and 

the third information indicates a meaning of the second 
information; 

obtaining, via a first computer network, the third informa 
tion; and 

interpreting, by a processor, the second information using 
the third information, wherein: 
the third information is modifiable by a user through a 

user interface communicatively coupled, via said first 
computer network, to the location. 

2. The method in claim 1 additionally comprising: 
receiving a fee. 
3. The method of claim 1, additionally comprising: 
granting access to the third information only when a fee has 

been received. 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

18 
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the location includes a 

uniform resource locator (URL) identifying a web page 
address for the third information. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the third information 
includes a Vocabulary. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the location is hosted by 
a server operated by an entity which charges a fee to a user in 
order to allow the user to access the third information. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the user interface 
requires a password in order to allow the user to modify the 
third information. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a password; and 
granting access to the third information only when the 

password has been received. 
9. A method for communicating information, comprising: 
scanning, by a data capture device, a first symbol, wherein 

the first symbol contains first information and second 
information; 

processing, by a computer, the first information to deter 
mine where to find third information, wherein the third 
information indicates a meaning of the second informa 
tion; 

obtaining, by way of a computer network, the third infor 
mation; 

interpreting, by a computer, the second information using 
the third information; and 

allowing a user to modify, by way of said computer net 
work, the third information and thereby alter the mean 
ing of the second information without altering the first 
symbol, wherein: 
the first information includes a location for the third 

information. 
10. The method in claim 9 wherein said first symbol is 

affixed to a first surface of a first parcel. 
11. The method of claim 9 additionally comprising: 
calibrating according to a second symbol. 
12. The method of claim 9, wherein the third information 

includes a Vocabulary. 
13. The method of claim 9 additionally comprising: 
hosting a first web Submission form. 
14. The method of claim 9 additionally comprising: 
receiving a first fee payment. 
15. The method of claim 9 additionally comprising: 
receiving a first password. 
16. A system comprising: 
a first computer system; 
a first database coupled to the first computer system; 
a first scanner capable of Scanning a first symbol that rep 

resents first information and second information, the 
first information including a location controlled by the 
first computer system; 

wherein the first computer system is designed to retrieve 
third information from the first database, wherein the 
third information contains information used to under 
stand the meaning of the second information; and 

a first user interface configured to allow a user to modify 
the third information in the first database. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the first computer 
system and the first database are controlled by a product 
manufacturer, wherein the product manufacturer produces 
products having the first symbol visible on the packaging of 
the products. 

18. A method for communicating information, comprising: 
receiving a request from a first automatic data capture 

device, wherein the request includes first information 
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captured by said first automatic data capture device, the 
first information comprising a resource location; 

allowing modification, by way of a first computer network, 
of second information through a user interface, wherein 
the second information includes a meaning for use in 
interpreting captured data; 

using the first information to retrieve, by way of said first 
computer network, the second information; and 

sending the second information, by way of said first com 
puter network, wherein the second information is usable 
for interpreting third information captured by said first 
automatic data capture device. 

19. The method in claim 18 wherein the first said first 
automatic data capture device is a barcode scanner. 

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
receiving a password or fee; and 
granting access to the second information after the pass 
word or fee has been received. 

21. A system comprising: 
a first representation, said first representation comprising a 

first part and a second part, 
said first part of said first representation being different 
from said second part of said first representation, said 
first part of said first representation representing first 
data, said second part of said first representation repre 
senting second data, said second data comprising a first 
URL: 

a first automatic identification device configured to access 
said first representation; 

a first computer system communicatively coupled to a first 
computer network, said first computer system config 
ured to retrieve third data by way of said first computer 
network from said first URL, as comprised in said sec 
ond data, and to interpret said first data according to said 
third data, wherein: 

said third data comprises a first assignment, said first 
assignment comprising at least one of the group consist 
ing of 

(i) a color assignment comprising a relationship between 
(a) a first value or identifier and (b) a first color; and 

(ii) a Vocabulary assignment comprising a relationship 
between (a) a second value or identifier and (b) a first 
character string. 

22. The system in claim 21 wherein said first automatic 
identification device is a first optical scanner or a first RFID 
reader. 
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23. The system of claim 21 additionally comprising: 
a database mechanism configured to allow a first user to 

establish and modify said first assignment by way of said 
first computer network. 

24. The system of claim 21 wherein said first computer 
system is further configured to modify a first resource accord 
ing to a first command, said third data comprising said first 
command, said first command being selected from the group 
consisting of (i) a delete command and (ii) an insert com 
mand. 

25. The system of claim 24 wherein said first representa 
tion comprises a third part of said first representation, said 
third part of said first representation comprises a calibration 
symbol; and wherein said first representation comprises said 
first command. 

26. The system of claim 21 wherein said first representa 
tion additionally comprises a first command and a second 
URL, said second URL being different from said first URL, 
and wherein said first computer system is further configured 
to retrieve fourth data by way of said second URL and to 
modify said fourth data according to said first command. 

27. The system of claim 21 wherein said third data addi 
tionally comprises a first definition of a first variable, said first 
definition comprising a second URL, and wherein said sys 
tem further comprises a first reference document, said first 
reference document being accessible by way of said second 
URL. 

28. The system of claim 21 additionally comprising: 
a first vocabulary; and 
a second vocabulary, said first vocabulary being different 

from said second vocabulary, wherein: 
said first vocabulary is a first standard Vocabulary; and 
said second Vocabulary is a first non-standard Vocabulary. 
29. The system of claim 21 additionally comprising a sec 

ond representation, wherein 
said second representation is selected from the group con 

sisting of: 
(i) a six-color, two-blot symbol; 
(ii) a three-color, three-blot symbol; 
(iii) a five-color, two-blot symbol; and 
(iv) a four-color, three-blot symbol; and wherein: 
said third data comprises markup language, said markup 

language comprising said first assignment. 
k k k k k 


